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The VESSA is a robust, all-purpose transit chair, designed to give a new degree of mobility with 


reduced effort. Its low weight—36 pounds—low cost—£37/18/6—and adaptability make it an 
excellent choice for home and outdoor use. 
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opens up new avenues of comfort and convenience for the disabled 
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VESSA LTD __ PAPER MILL LANE, ALTON, HANTS. 
Tel. Alton 2294 


and at Queen Mary’s Hospital, Roehampton, London, S.W.15. 
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| eet I paid a visit to the 
/ North-West Region. I had hoped 
when planning this tour to take in all the 
Centres up there, but as there are 24 
Groups, of which 15 have Centres, I 
soon saw that it would be impossible in 
the time at my disposal. 

In the end I fitted in six Centres in 
four days and travelled 1,000 miles to 
do so; alas, at least ten remain to be 
visited. 

I had always hoped to visit all the 
Centres in at least two regions each year, 
to keep in touch with everybody, not least 
the spastics themselves, but the scope of 
the Society’s work is expanding so rapidly 
that, with the best will in the world, I 
have not been able to, such is the pressure 
of desk work at Park Crescent. 

I have however managed to speak at six 
Regional Conferences, and it was immedi- 
ately after such an engagement at the 
E.G.M. at Bristol that I set off for Derby- 
shire, and the Buxton Centre. 

When travelling I always try to avoid 
spending the night at hotels and manage 
to persuade long-suffering Wardens to 
lodge me for the night, so that I can talk 
to them about their problems, look round 
the Centre and meet some of the spastics. 


BUXTON 

Buxton is one of our most interesting 
Centres, The site was discovered by Mrs. 
Clifton, the Society’s School and Centres 
Secretary, who had come to the conclusion 
that we ought to be establishing Centres 
in urban rather than rural areas. 

Buxton is a small town of some 20,000 
inhabitants. Some of its architecture is 
exquisite and the layout of the town is 
quite beautiful. The Centre itself was 
formerly a railwaymen’s convalescent home. 
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When we bought it we were determined 
to spend as little on it as possible. 

There is, of course, a vast difference 
between a convalescent railwayman and a 
multiply handicapped chair-bound spastic 
and the installation of the lift, the con- 
struction of a special fire escape and other 
structural alterations were necessary. There 
was a large room which could be used as 


The Nort 


a workshop but this was only temporarily 
suitable. 

The Jersey Group came to the rescue 
and gave £10,000 towards the building of 
a workshop in the grounds. The grounds 
were very small and the workshop over- 
ran them almost entirely which was to be 
regretted, but we now have at Buxton one 
of the best workshops for handicapped 
people in the country and in addition to 
the residents who will use the workshop 
we also hope to have spastics attending 
on a daily basis. The residents at Buxton 
have easy access to various forms of en- 
tertainment and several clubs in the town. 
They are able to do much of their own 
shopping also, but there is a shop in the 
Centre run by two of the residents, where 
cigarettes, sweets and stationery can be 
bought. 

Buxton is now a thriving Centre thanks 
largely to the devoted work of Mr, and 
Mrs. Simpson and the administrative and 
planning staff at Park Crescent. It was 
opened officially by the Duke of Rutland 
in June, and all this has been achieved 
in less than two years. 


Enjoying the fresh air at the Urmston Centre 


MANCHESTER 

From Buxton I moved on to Manches- 
ter. I had hoped to visit the Centre at 
Rodney House but this I could not fit 
in because I thought I ought to give pre- 
ference to the new Family Help Unit, the 
building of which is nearing completion. 
It is in South Manchester and apart from 
providing the usual services of a family 


” 
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help unit it will also provide care for 
adult spastics. It is a joint venture between 
the central Society and the Manchester 
Society and has a joint Management Com- 
mittee, the first of its kind, A Warden, 
Mr. J. B. Arnold has been appointed and 
one hopes that the Unit will start to 
operate during the course of the next few 
weeks. 

Readers of SPASTICS NEWS who visit a 
Centre or attend an official opening can- 
not possibly* imagine the sort of growing 
pains that are inseparable from the creation 
of new model units. The best planners 
and architects in the world cannot produce 
new pioneer units which will be perfect 
in the eyes of those who are to use them. 
Not only must the users be satisfied but 
a variety of local Officials also because ‘the 
majority of our Centres must be registered 
with Local Authorities who will not grant 
a certificate of registration unless _ the 
standards are sufficiently high. 

It also takes at least three or four years 
from the time that the original papers 


relating to a new project are approved by | 
a planning group to the day when the | 
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Centre is opened for spastics, and in a 
field of work where one is being overtaken 
by new ideas the whole time, three or 
four years can be a very long span indeed. 
One is therefore always at the mercy of 
those with hind-sight, people who think 
that they would have done things better or 
differently if they had had the chance, and 
it is very easy to be critical of plans that 
have perhaps become a little out-of-date 
over a period of three or four years. How- 
ever, at Manchester we seem to have 
planned a good unit, but only time and 
experience will tell. 

After visiting Manchester I was a guest 
at lunch of Dr. Bob McKay and his wife. 
Dr. McKay is an eminent paediatrician 
in the Manchester area who has very 
gallantly undertaken to act as Honorary 
Secretary of the Manchester Family Help 
Unit and we were able to discuss the future 
of the Centre and a number of minor 
problems which are already arising. 


-URMSTON 


I then moved on to Urmston which is 
just outside Manchester. The Urmston 
Centre is run by the Urmston Group and 
was built with the help of a grant of 
£15,500 from the Spastics Society. It is 
a small Centre which undertakes a great 
deal of work. No less than 20 children 
attend during the course of a week and 
often from outside the Urmston area. 
There is also an adult group and therapy 
is provided. For a small Centre this is 
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indeed a great burden of work. I was able 
to meet Miss Axon, the Matron, and Mr. 
Carnall, the Chairman of the Management 
Committee. Urmston, like a number of our 
Centres, has a rating problem and after 
looking round the Centre I was able to 
discuss this with Mr. Carnall, who is also 
- a local councillor. 

After Urmston I spent the night again 
at Buxton and was able to deal with a 
number of papers which had arrived from 
London. I had hoped to visit Wigan the 
next day for talks with Dr. Forrester. It 
is in the Wigan area that the Society has 
a joint project with the local Education 
Authority whereby we are giving £12,000 
towards the building of a local school 
which will take all the educable spastic 
children in the area and some with other 
handicaps. This is an excellent arrange- 
ment since it relieves the Society of re- 
sponsibility for running costs. 


PRESTON 


Unfortunately I had to miss Wigan and 
went straight to Preston to meet Mr. 
George Jehan, a member of the Society’s 
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Executive Committee and Honorary Secre- 
tary of the Preston Centre. The Preston 
Centre is an excellent example of co- 
operation between the Society, Local 
Authority and Local Society. The land 
was given by the Local Authority, and 
the Centre was financed partly by the 
Local Society and party by the National 
Society. It caters for children who are pre- 
dominantly mentally handicapped, and is 
in a Victorian house which has adapted 
very well to the present purpose. No less 
than 30 children are looked after during 
the week. Although many of them have a 
mental handicap their future is causing 
major concern to the Local Society. It has 
been suggested that the committee room, 
which is only used very occasionally, could 
be turned into a small unit for older 
spastics and I hope very much that the 
Central Committees will feel able to agree 
to this proposal. It can only provide facili- 
ties for five spastics and the problem of 
how to help others must be tackled. This 
is a problem which is constantly presented 
to me on my travels: what will happen 
to children with severe handicaps when 
the children’s units which have given 
them loving care for many years can no 
longer contain them? 


DARESBURY 
From Preston .I moved to Daresbury. 
Daresbury is now an ‘old stager’ among 
our Centres. From a handful of male adult 
spastics it has now been built up into 
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a community of 70 men and women. Al- 
though Daresbury is not in a town there is 
a tremendous amount of social activity 
for the residents. Local beat groups visit 
the Centre ‘blasting the face off the earth’ 
to use the words of the Warden. Now a 
somewhat milder breed is appearing in the 
form of the local folk group. The Burma 
Star Association also has an interest in 
the Centre. Mr. Bellman, the Warden, has 
been with the Centre from the beginning 
and has created a Staff Social Club which 
is unique in the Society. Part of the cost 
of creating the club has been met from its 
own profits. 

There has also been a gift from Greenhall 
Whitley Brewery Co. Ltd., who have a 
special interest in Daresbury because the 
Hall was part of the Greenhall family 
estate before The Spastics Society acquired 
it. The Spastics Society made a loan to- 
wards the Social Club building which Mr. 
Bellman is determined to repay. The mem- 
bership is not restricted to staff but is 
open to local residents who wish to apply 
and who are acceptable. This provides a 
very useful link between Daresbury and 
the local community and when I was in 
the Social Club I saw one of the non- 
Society members who is by trade a builder 
busy building new walls which will further 
improve the premises, which are in an old 
stable. 


Daresbury has a special interest for 
lovers of Lewis Carroll. His father, the 
Rev. Charles Dodgson, was vicar of Dares- 
bury from 1827 to 1843 and Lewis Car- 
roll is said to have played, when a child, 
in the grounds of Daresbury, where the 
workshop is named after him. In Dares- 


(Continued on page 22) 


Learning can be fun at the Preston Centre 


Changing the Calendar 


THE SPEAKER WAS twelve-year-old S. a 
pupil at Craig-y-Parc School for Spastics, 
Pentyrch, Cardiff. 

Considered to be ineducable, S. had 
received little schooling up to the age of 
eight. 

At age eight he was admitted to Craig- 
y-Parc and was placed in the partially- 
sighted group there. His Mental Age at 
this time was recorded as 4%. 

He was unable to read and an attempt 
to get him to do so was started. 

At the end of two years very little pro- 
gress had been made. ‘Would you like to 
try i.t.a.>’ his teacher was asked. She was 
not enthusiastic but was willing to try. 

In her department enlarged print was 
used as much as possible and the first 
book in the John Downing readers was 
copied and enlarged photographically. To 
this book S. was introduced. In a short 
time he started to move; at last he was 
apparently getting meaning from print. His 
success was a spur, and soon afterwards 
he made the remark quoted above, ‘I can’t 
believe it, I’m reading!’ 

This spontaneous remark was over- 
heard by his teacher, and those who seek 
to teach handicapped pupils will be aware 
of all that lies behind it. 

S. is now on book 6 in the series and 
continues to make progress commensurate 
with his ability. 

His is not the only success story involv- 
ing i.t.a. at Craig-y-Parc. 

In the reception class one morning, a 
heavily handicapped boy was being praised 
by his teacher for good progress in read- 
ing. Listening, unkown to the teacher, was 
a lightly handicapped boy. Lightly handi- 
capped physically, he had severe intellec- 
tual difficulties and he could not read. 

*Yes’, he said. ‘He can read but he can- 
not walk’. P. of course, could walk. Again, 
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‘| Can't Believe it, 


I’m Reading > 


by J. Pettican 


teachers of the handicapped will need to be 
told no more. 

He had severe emotional maladjustment 
as well as intellectual difficulties. His lack 
of success was reflected in bad behaviour. 

But because P. could walk, he was given 
little jobs to do. One of these involved 
changing the calendar which was printed 
in i.t.a. There were other similar activities 
all connected with a picture and a word in 
i.t.a. Carefully P. was led to the stage 
when he could relate picture, word and 
sound. 

Soon he too was reading book 1 in the 
Downing Series and after one year and 
one term he is reading book 8. As is often 
the case, success has been reflected in better 
behaviour and a greater willingness to 
work. 

This boy is in a group that started using 
i.t.a. in 1964. The age range of the group 
was 6 plus to 9 plus. All the reading ages 
were well below chronological age. All had 
severe learning difficulties as well as physi- 
cal handicaps. Most had multiple handi- 
caps and two had no speech. 

There were defects of speech, hearing 
and perception. ‘I am ready to consider 
any method that will simplify learning for 
these pupils’, was the remark of the 
teacher. 

After two terms two pupils were pro- 
ficient in i.t.a. and all were making pro- 
gress and enjoying it. 

In view of the physical handicaps and 
the difficulty experienced in writing, this 
activity was kept to the minimum but the 
activity in the early stages accorded with 
good practice in pre-reading schemes. 
Writing is, of course, an almost impossible 
task for many spastics. 

In this, the second year of the experi- 
ment, a set of number apparatus has been 
developed to help partially sighted pupils. 
Based on the ‘Avon’ number apparatus 
devised by Mr. B. R. Jones, it is also suit- 
able for normal pupils. 

As in the ‘Avon’ set, the separate pieces 
carry the clues of dots and figures but with 
the addition of a word in 1.t.a. to give an 
additional clue. The dots are enlarged to 
half-an-inch and are clear white on a 
black base; similarly, the words and figures 
are white. The set has been produced on 
smooth gloosy photographic paper and 
each unit piece in it is made up of two 


such pieces of paper back to back against 
a piece of stiff card to which they are 
fixed by means of strong gum. The edges 
of the ‘sandwich’ are painted with non- 
poisonous black plastic paint. 

The set is in three main parts: 

1. In single strip form for numbers 
one to ten. 

2. In double strip form for numbers 
up to twenty. 

3. In rows of ten for numbers up to 
one hundred, in tens. 

For use with the set, suitable channels 
and cut-outs are being made in plywood. 

Since the set has only recently been put 
into use no claims for its suitability and 
value are made but initial reports are en- 
couraging and it has been well received 
in the partially sighted group. 

A similar set in t.o. (traditional ortho- 
graphy, i.e. old-fashioned alphabet) is in 
production for the use of pupils who have 
made the transfer and a set is also being 
produced for the use of Welsh-speaking 
pupils. 

Among the few pupils who have made 
the transfer from i.t.a. to the traditional 
alphabet no difficulties have been experi- 
enced. Indeed, some pupils still pick up a 
book in i.t.a. at times, this for pleasure, 
particularly in the case of new books. 

One senior boy who was making no pro- 
gress in reading until he was put in a 
small remedial group on i.t.a. really en- 
joyed working in it and became so absorbed 
with his new-found success that he worked 
through all the available books in a few 
months and would almost leap out of his 
chair in his enthusiasm, ‘Sir! is this word 
supermarket ?’ 

‘Sir! is this word diamonds?’ He was so 
attracted by the consistency that he needed 
no external pressure to read. 

His is the best success story at Craig-y- 
Parc for his difficulties were many and his 
frustration was deep. Before he could read 
he was often truculent and aggressive but 
this disappeared as his success became 
greater and finally went altogether soon 
after he made the transfer. He is now, in 
behaviour, a normal cheerful boy. 
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Mir. F. G. T. Pearce is re-elected 


at West Region 
Conference 


ae was held in Exeter on Saturday, 
18th June. The number attending 
was very disappointing but full marks to 
Cornish and Plymouth Groups for send- 
ing such a good number of delegates. A 
thank you to the representatives from 
Penzance who came 112 miles to be 
present. That means a very early start 
to catch a train! 


The Conference was opened by the 
Mayor of Exeter, Mrs. Nichols, B.Sc., 
who was accompanied by the Mayoress. 
The Mayor extended a welcome from 
Exeter to the delegates. She is no stranger 
to the cause of cerebral palsy as she is 
a trustee of the Dame Hannah Rogers 
School and for many years has taken an 
interest in several spastic children of 
friends. 


She mentioned the case of one severely 
handicapped man whom she had known 
since he was two years of age, now having 
taken two degrees he is in a profession. 
Unfortunately, due to a heavy programme, 
the Mayor and Mayoress were unable to 
stay for the Conference. Before leaving, 
the Mayor extended an invitation to visit 
The Festival of Flowers in Exeter Cathe- 
dral just across the Close from the hotel 
in which the Conference was held. 


A vote of thanks to the Mayor and 
Mayoress was moved by Mr. K. Wyatt, 
Chairman of the Plymouth Spastics (C.P.) 
‘Association, the oldest group in the West 
Region, but second in age, as he himself 
pointed out, to the Dame Hannah Rogers 
School which is also affiliated to The Spas- 
tics Society. 


Mr. Pearce Presides 


Mr. F. G. Pearce, Chairman of the 
Regional Advisory Committee, presided 
over the Conference. The morning session 
of which consisted of two talks: —‘The 
Relationship between the Regional Social 
Worker and Volunteer Workers in Groups’ 
by Miss Morgan, M.B.E., of The Spastics 
Society, and ‘Physiotherapy and Cerebral 
Palsy’ by Mr. J. de Rijke, Superintendent 
Physiotherapist, Trengweath, Plymouth. 
Both subjects are of special interest in the 
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Western Region and the groups represented 
at the Conference should now be in a 
position fully to appreciate the problems 
to be faced. That both speakers had 
covered their subjects very fully was 
demonstrated by the fact that few ques- 
tions were asked during question time. 


After lunch proceedings opened with the 
Regional Advisory Meeting. The ballot 
for three vacancies on the Regional Ad- 
visory Committee resulted in Mrs. R. 
Brenton and Mr. F. G. T. Pearce being 
re-elected and Mr. R. W. Varcoe from 
the Cornish Spastics Society being elected. 
There were five candidates nominated by 
groups. 


Development in the West 


The Conference continued with two 
papers on ‘Development in the West’? by 
Mr. D. R. H. Lancester Gaye, Develop- 
ment Secretary, and ‘The Future’ by Mr. 
J. A. Loring, Assistant Director Services, 
both from The Spastics Society. Once 
again the papers covered the subject very 
fully and delegates should now have a 
very good idea of the services provided and 
scheduled to be provided by the Anthori- 
ties in the Region as well as The Spastics 
Society’s own plans for development in the 
Region in particular and elsewhere gener- 
ally. 

Official proceedings over delegates were 
able to meet each other over a cup of tea 
before dispersing to their scattered home 
towns. Some availed themselves of the 
opportunity of visiting the Festival of 
Flowers in the Cathedral, others had to 
dash away to catch trains whilst others 
faced the traffic of ‘the West’ on a Saturday. 


In whatever manner the day was com- 
pleted and whatever difficulties delegates 
overcame to be present all must have left 
much better informed than when they 
arrived. 

The Regional Conference is for all group 
members and those interested in cerebral 
palsy and it is hoped that those who 
attended the 1966 Conference will en- 
courage their fellow members and friends 
to come along in 1967. 

DS. Hi: 


Thanks from 
Kyre Park 


THIS IS THE FIRST letter from someone 
who lives at Kyre Park House, and I 
would like to say thank you very much to 
The Spastics Society, for having me back. 
I left Prested Hall in 1958 for some 
reason of my own, since then I have had 
a very rough time for seven years, but now 
I am here again I am enjoying life once 
more. 

Our work that we do is very interesting 
and most of it is contract work for dif- 
ferent firms and they pay us for what we 
do and that isn’t too bad. 

Kyre Park House is very old and his- 
torical and the countryside is lovely here 
now that it is summer. Everything is so 
nice here I think I am lucky to be in a 
lovely spot. 

It was our big day on 4th June, and it 
was a lovely day for it. I saw many old 
friends I hadn’t seen for years and I got 
a fit when I saw the Warden of Prested 
Hall, for I didn’t expect to see him and 
his wife for I thought it would be too 
far away for him to come. 

There are many good things I like 
about being at Kyre Park and here are 
two or three of them: I am only about 
40 miles away from home and my people 
can often come and see me and another 
good thing why I like being here, there 
is NO P.T. like we had at Prested Hall, 
that was very hard and it nearly killed me 
because I did try so hard to walk but never 
made it, and we are lucky to have such a 
nice Warden as Mr. Barley, for I can’t 
talk very well, but Mr. Barley does stop 
to hear what I have to say and that goes 
a very long way with me. Also he has got 
a music club which we have on Wednes- 
day night which I do enjoy very much. 

Like any other Spastic Centre they do 
take us out a lot and we often go to 
Tenbury to the movies and to concerts. 
In January we all went to Birmingham to 
see Ken Dodd, we all thought he was very 
good. In February some of us went to 
London to see an ice show and that was 
very fab. Also we have been to Shrewsbury 
to see Freddie and the Dreamers, and he 
was very good, After seeing him I went 
home for the weekend. 

I am enjoying life very much again now 
and I never want to leave the Spastics 
Centre again 

MarGot ROGERS (Miss), Kyre Park 
House, Tenbury Wells, Worcs. 


EDITOR’s NOTE: Margot made a good 
shot at typing this letter herself, and al- 
though her spacing key may be out of 
true, her heart is obviously in the right 
place! 


From Euston Road to Knuston Hall 


The Society's 50th Assessment Course 


described by ANNE PLUMMER 


THE SOCIETY'S FIFTIETH VOCATIONAL 
ASSESSMENT CoursE has recently taken 
place at Knuston Hall, Northants, nearly 
eight years after the first ever to be held. 

At that time, the Employment Depart- 
ment had been operating for about ten 
months and had already been in contact 
with large numbers of young people who 
needed assistance in finding jobs. Short 
interviews usually took place at the 
Society’s office, then a small place over 
an antique shop—since demolished—in 
406 Euston Road, or in the spastics’ own 
homes. Miss M. R. Morgan, then Em- 
ployment Officer, felt that these did not 
allow sufficient time for the interviewers 
to gain a true picture of the young 
people’s capabilities and limitations, so 
she put forward the idea of short resi- 
dential courses which would also provide 
an opportunity for the spastics to get 
away from home, often for the first time. 

The first of these courses was held at 
Thomas Delarue School during the sum- 
mer holidays of 1958. Run by Miss Morgan 
and Mr. Hargeaves with the assistance of 
some of the school staff who had stayed 
on after the end of term, it was attended 
by eight girls and thirteen young men be- 
tween the ages of 17 and 27. Since then 


over 1,300 spastics have been assessed in 
this way and nowadays most of the stu- 
dents are school-leavers, although a course 
is occasionally arranged for older people. 
Out of 16 boys and 14 girls at the fiftieth 
course several students were still at school 
and only one was out of his teens. 

It is interesting to compare the pro- 
grammes of the first and fiftieth courses, 
where the most marked change appears in 
the amount of time devoted to practical 
work. In 1958 a great many talks and film 
shows were laid on and only an hour or 
sO was spent each day on crafts such as 
cookery, woodwork and pottery. There was 
also a little practice given. on an internal 
telephone system set up by the G.P.O, In 
later years, however, ‘Do-it-yourself’ has 
become the keynote and practical work has 
taken up a larger portion of the time- 
table, with a more specific bearing on con- 
ditions found in open employment. 


Tests and Evaluation 


Over the years, the Department has 
developed and stream-lined its testing pro- 
cedure so that the staff is now able to 
approach each student’s work from a 
much more objective angle than was pos- 


sible in the early days. The equipment 
itself, though compact enough to be carried 
in a small van, is scientifically designed 
to give the fullest possible range of results 
on manual dexterity, co-ordination and 
speed of movement. 


Trials are given on such tools as a 
power-drill and written tests are under- 
taken to determine reasoning ability, spatial 
perception and social knowledge. 


A scale of norms has been devised, 
whereby individual results may be com- 
pared with averages for other spastics and 
also unhandicapped people in the same 
age-group. An initiative project is also 
held on each course which, on the latest 
occasion, took the students to Welling- 
borough Zoo where they had to find out, 
among other things, the life-span of the 
llama! 


Nowadays the students usually split up 
into four or five groups, each led by a 
different member of staff for their practical 
work but join forces with the main party 
again for talks, factory visits and enter- 
tainments. Group projects were also 
undertaken at the first course but here the 
work was more theoretical, being con- 
cerned with such problems as ‘Planning a 


Mrs. Ward, one of the Careers Advisary Officers, supervises 
practical work 


Miss Chapman, who was in charge of the course, helps two 


girls with their practical work 
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Holiday, ‘Living on £5 a week,’ or ‘Apply- 
ing for a Fob’. The last item has been 
retained in the programme up to the pre- 
sent time. Every student still has to 
compose a sample letter of application for 
the kind of work which he thinks he can 
manage. Sometimes a mock interview with 
an employer is also held, or the letters are 
discussed among all the students. 

Discussion plays an important part in 
every Assessment Course, both among all 
the students together and in individual 
groups, not to mention the private chats 
which go on in the bedrooms late at 
night! All of these help the students to 
sort out their personal problems and to 
realise that they are not alone in their 
hopes and anxieties for the future. 


Social Events and Talks 


The changing tastes of teenagers are 
reflected in the type of social events 
arranged. ‘What’s My Line?’ and ‘Twenty 
Questions’ were the popular panel games 
of 1958, to be superseded by “fuke Box 
Jury in more recent years. Games of 
cricket, magic circle entertainment and an 
hilarious sports day were enjoyed by 
students of the first course, while those of 
the fiftieth let off steam at an evening of 
drama and movement to music and here, 
too, pop records echoed through the lounge 
at every available moment. 


There were 15 guest speakers at the 
Delarue course, as opposed to five at 
Knuston Hall, but a popular feature of 
both was a talk by Miss Shirley Keene. 
Called, on the more recent occasion, ‘My 
Experiences of Work’, it contained a re- 
freshing mixture of wisdom and humour. 
This lecture and that of Mrs. Marianne 
West, Assistant 62 Club organiser, were 
particularly appreciated by the students 


Ready to leave on a factory visit 
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Spastics and Staff attending the 50th Assessment Course. Even the staff look happy 


for, as one girl said, ‘However understand- 
ing people may be, only another spastic 
knows how you really feel, deep down 
inside.’ After her talk, Miss Keene presided 
Over a painting session in which students 
and visitors joined to produce some in- 
teresting examples of abstract and primi- 
tive art! 


Objects and Value 

Earlier courses were usually held in the 
holidays at the Society’s schools and 
centres but in recent years a wider variety 
of locations has been used. Courses have 
even been held on board ship on several 
occasions where they were combined with 
Educational Cruises run by the British 
India Steamship Company. Schools, hotels 
and holiday homes have been visited in 
many different parts of the country. 
Knuston Hall, the latest choice, for ex- 
ample, is a beautiful 17th Century Manor 
House, now run as an Adult Residential 
College by Northampton Education Com- 
mittee. Set in several acres of parkland, 
it commands extensive views over the sur- 
rounding countryside and made a perfect 
setting for the fiftieth Assessment Course 
which happily coincided with a spell of 
fine weather. 


Nearly all 50 courses have lasted for 12 
days, this being considered the ideal length 
of time in which the staff can get to know 
the students. At individual interviews on 
the last day, a member of staff informs 
each student of the Society’s recommenda- 
tion, based on a careful analysis of his 
personal adjustment, test results and 
physical limitations. 


It is made clear that this is intended 
only as a general guide towards a choice 
of the most suitable kind of training or 
employment and that a spastic’s whole 
future does not stand or fall by these end- 
of-course suggestions. Those on the staff 
often find that one of the most frustrating 
parts of their Assessment Course work can 
be the length of waiting lists for most 
training centres, so that there may be a 
lapse of several months between the end 
of a course and the time when recom- 
mendations can be followed up. 


However, the course may still be a 
valuable experience from the short-term 
point of view of the students themselves. 
For many, this is their first time away from 
home, they make new friends and some- 
times learn to do things they have never 
attempted before. Restrictions are often 
kept to the minimum. At Knuston Hall, 
for example, the only rules imposed were 
those of the house. This helped create a 
heightened sense of responsibility towards 
the needs of others and made the teenagers 
feel that they were really being treated 
as adults. 


Lively discussions on ‘What We Have 
Learnt’ are held at the end of each course 
and suggestions are invited from the 
students themselves as to what items 
should be left in or discarded from the 
programme. In this manner they are help- 
ing to pave the way for the students of the 
future. The Social Work and Employment 
Department is forging ahead towards the 
next 50 Assessment Courses and at the 
present rate of progress the hundreth 
should take place around the summer of 
1971. 


Collecting 
for Charity 

is not all 
that bad — 
after the first 
dreadful call 


says 
E. COWEN 


A MAN WITH A COLLECTING TIN in his 
hand probably looks, and certainly feels, 
considerably more of a lemon than a 
woman does. Collecting is women’s work, 
and while women infiltrate ever more 
deeply into every branch of what used to 
be thought of as essentially men’s work, 
men sometimes show a curious reluctance 
to return the compliment. Hairdressing, 
yes; cooking certainly; dressmaking, why 
of course. But collecting, definitely no. 

Why should this be? The first time I 
stood behind a collecting tin I searched 
in my mind for the reason, and failed’ to 
find it. My emotions, nevertheless, con- 
vinced me that it existed! 

Actually, it was not for spastics on that 
occasion that I was collecting. My wife 
gets involved in all sorts of things, and on 
that particular occasion did not feel very 
well. And so, rather than return an empty 
tin, there I stood on my first doorstep. 

The man gave me a look that comprised 
astonishment, pity, and a superior attitude, 
implying that I ought to have been garden- 
ing, drinking, watching television or pur- 
suing some other manly occupation. 
However, he put 3d. in the tin and after 
that it never seemed quite so bad again. 

There is a mysterious telepathy between 
voluntary organisations—there must be, 
because none of them very willingly gives 
away its secrets to others. They know as 
a sort of reflex action as soon as you col- 
lect for somebody else. Having made a 
fool of myself once, it was not long before 
I was invited to help others, including 
spastics. 

This short article is addressed to all the 
fathers and male well-wishers on local 
Spastics Committees. When house-to-house 
week comes round, do not leave it all to 
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There I stood on my first doorstep 


the wife. After the first (dreadful) call, it 
really is not too bad. In fact, after a time, 
it even offers its own curious rewards. 

You receive many a beaming benevolent 
smile from older women. Occasionally, you 
get a young one answering the door in her 
dressing gown, and there can be many a 
worse fate than that. It is pleasant to keep 
a rough check of the coppers and silver 
as they enter the tin, and to try to beat 
last time’s takings. 

One tends to cover much the same beat 
each time, and as one pursues oneself up 
the same path one sees how the garden has 
come on since the visit a fortnight ago; 
how Mr. Jones’s roses compare with Mr. 
Brown’s this year, or with his splendid 
ones last year (or, with a touch of envy, 
with one’s own in any year). 


‘YOU HERE AGAIN? 


“You here again’, says a woman one is 
plaguing for the fourth, and mercifully 
last, time this year. She contributes gener- 
ously nonetheless, ‘Yes,’ is the reply, ‘I get 
it all out with a knife when I get home. 
Got to feed the kids somehow.’ 

Some people are not so helpful. ‘I do 
Spastics’ Pools every week’, says one man. 
He is given a short explanation about the 
difference between helping the national 
body and the local one, but remains un- 
convinced and uncontributive. 

At one door one rings persistently, long 
after one would normally have given up, 
just for the perverse pleasure of making 
Mrs, Smith answer after one has seen her 
peep between the curtain and retire. She 
comes at last, driven out as it were. ‘I 
hope I have not kept you long,’ she says, 
‘I was in the garden.’ ‘No,’ one lies cheer- 


fully, ‘I only just rang.’ Twopence in the — 


tin, and a moral victory. 

Mr. Brown never does contribute—‘on 
principle’. Just what his principles are, 
other than bloody-mindedness, I have never 
yet learnt. He has called me a swindler, 
and the Spastics Society a racket. He has 
similar choice epithets for other charities. 
I always call on him, because [ do not see 
why reasonable folk should be called to the 
door and he get away with it. If occasion- 
ally I feel a little embarrassed, I try to 
imagine what it would feel like to be like 
him ! 


Collecting is not all that bad a job, | 


after that one, first, terrible, house. The 
present author really should not try to 
claim much credit: he does an extremely 
modest stint compared with many. His 
example, however, may serve to show other 
doubting males that the job really can be 
done by men, and that on the whole help- 
ing spastics once in a while is an amicable 
enough alternative to digging, sawing, 
cleaning the car, or ironing, or washing-up 
for the wife. 


‘62 CLUBS 
SUPPLEMENT 


held over until 
SEPTEMBER 


‘So Sorry’ 


SPASTICS NEWS, AUGUST 1966 


3 


Record Player for 
Partially Hearing Children 


It is recommended that appliances 
from this section should not be bought 
without first checking with the doctor 
or physiotherapist on its suitability for 
each spastic. All enquiries should be 
addressed to the Appliance Officer, 
12 Park Crescent, London, W.1. 


Mr. Johnson, Headmaster of Hawksworth Hall, sends in the following contribution: 


‘During music appreciation lessons and 


MOBILE EXHIBITION VEHICLE: ae ee ee Eee 


the partially hearing child. With the co- 


August Itinerary operation of Clarke and Smith Manufac- 
turing Co., and Amplivox, a suitable Player 
August Date Place Site has been adapted to meet our needs. The 


Record Player recommended is a Clarke 


ore i Smith Playing Desk PGS/C with Ampli- 
8 ihe Cowes oe Sacre Seer Space fier type GP7MX/A used with a low 
Baeey Isle of Wight (Cowes Week) impedance attenuator. The Player is linked 
through this low impedance attenuator to 
ae . a as pee ee. S ais Sees 
: : and so to the Speec rainer Hea et. 
Friday 12th Barmouth The Promenade eth: aia Pet ta ae anor olification 
Sunday 14th is available to the remainder of a group 
£0 re of children, whilst at the same time the 
Thursday 18th Blackpool Princess Parade Partially Hearing child is wearing a head 
set and thereby reducing the extraneous 
Saturday 20th Barrow Market Place sound. Our observations are that this gives 
great pleasure to the Partially Hearing 
Monday 22nd child. Approximate cost of this equipment 
to to is £27 and is available from Clarke Manu- 
Monday 29th Windermere The Glebe facturing Co. Ltd., Melbourne Works, 
Wallington, Surrey, Tel. No. Wallington 
Wednesday 31st 9252. Reference should be made to the type 
to to adapted for use at Hawksworth Hall, or 
Sunday 4th Sept. Southport Pier Frontage your requirements should be stated.’ 
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Rollator 
Walker 


Mr. J. McMullan, of Watford, reports on his daughter’s ‘Rollator Walker’: 


‘Since Theresa received and_ started 
using her walking aid her progress shas 
been remarkable. She seems to have gained 
an enormous amount of confidence and 
is now able to stand next to a wall and 
walk around just using the wall to support 
her. According to reports received from 
Theresa’s new school, we are informed 
that she uses her walking aid at all times 
without being made to, so this I feel 1s 
an indication that Theresa feels completely 
at ease using it.’ 


The ‘Rollator Walker’ that Theresa is 
using is obtainable from Carters (F¥. &A.), 
Ltd., 65 Wigmore Street, W.1. It is made 
in two sizes which are as follows:— 


Children’s model is adjustable in height 
from 20in. to 25in. and costs £8 5s. 6d. 
Adult model is adjustable in height from 
30in. to 36in, and costs £8 18s. 6d. 


Books on Tape 


The Listening Library is a non-profit 
making association which offers books re- 
corded on tapes for use by the blind, the 
physically handicapped, or anyone else who 
finds reading a strain. Each book is re- 
corded on tape by specially chosen readers, 
and are read at a comfortable speed which 
is just right for the listener. 


To protect the copyright of the books, 
the tapes may only be used on a special 
‘Play-back’ portable machine sold by the 
Listening Library. 

The Listening Library have a small 
number of second-hand ‘Play-Back’ 
machines that they are willing to loan 
out free to any handicapped person not 
able to afford a new machine on condition, 
of course, that they join the Library at a 
cost of 10 guineas a year. 


These machines can be used in a centre 
but they are, of course, more liable to 
break down and for servicing reasons they 
will have to be near London. The new 
machines on the other hand can be ser- 
viced anywhere as they are standard 
machines but without the ability to record 
for obvious reasons. 


Tapes may be exchanged by subscribers 
as often as they wish, and each ‘Book’ may 
be retained for as long as is wished, up to 
three months. The Listening Library con- 
tains a wide selection of books, both non- 
fiction and fiction (biographies, novels, 
thrillers, etc.). 
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The Listening Library, 31 Queen Anne’s 
Gate London, S.W.1, would be delighted 
to give further information to any Group 
or individual interested, though applica- 
tions for the free loan of second-hand 
machines should be made through The 
Appliance Officer, 12 Park Crescent, W.1. 


Nuffield Talking Book Library for the 
Blind, Mount Pleasant, Alperson, Wem- 
bley, Middlesex, is limited to the registered 


blind and where a spastic is in this cate- 


gory they should write direct for particu- 
lars. Hire of these machines is only £3 p.a. 
and Ss. extra for earphones. 


(Photo: Courtesy The Marconi Co, Ltd.) 
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EWAN SCHOOL, READIN 


The New Nursery 
Unit for the threes- 
to-fives described 


by 
THERESE APPLEBY 


IT IS BECOMING UNIVERSALLY accepted 
in the world of spastics that the earlier a 
child receives treatment, the greater are 
its possibilities of leading a normal life. 

Now there are, of course, many day 
centres where treatment and some school- 
ing is available for young children, but 
the problem of the next stage in their 
development is one of continuous worry 
to parents, to Groups and to The Spas- 
tics Society. 

The new Cyril Taylor Unit at the 
Avenue School, Reading, has resolved 
this problem for local spastics and their 
parents. 

Reading is a very forward-thinking town 
and The Avenue School was started by the 
Education Department nearly 60 years ago 
for physically-handicapped and education- 
ally sub-normal children between the ages 
of five and sixteen. 

As time went on the pupils included 
heart and chest cases, delicate children 
with fragile bones, polio victims, occasion- 
ally those suffering from’ muscular dys- 
trophy and eventually spastics. 

Of the 200 children in the school, 27 
of the 54 physically-handicapped are 
spastics. 

Now a new unit has been added to the 
specially-built physically-handicapped: sec- 
tion of the school—a nursery unit for 
spastic children between the ages of three 
‘and five-plus. ; 

It is one of the most delightful nursery 
schools I have ever seen. This term it will 
accommodate eight children and next term 
another ten. 

Gay, multi-coloured curtains dress the 
long, glass windows of the nursery class- 
room that look out onto an acre of green 
lawns surrounded by trees. The curtains 
were designed and printed with lino blocks 
by the children, under the instruction of 
the art teacher, Miss Lindsey, who her- 
self has written a book about teaching 
spastics to paint. 

All the difficulties that spastics encounter 
as they grow older because their handicaps 
prevent them from leading normal lives, 
have been considered in the planning of 
the unit. 

A miniature, partially-enclosed kitchen 


SPASTICS NEWS, AUGUST 1966 


This remarkable set of photographs 


was specially commissioned and 


taken by 


Bernard Mitchell 


Hydrotherapy—and so much more—in the new pool 


with sink, cooking stove, kitchen dresser 
and crockery, will give these small chil- 
dren the opportunity to wash and dry up 
—something that mums are terrified of 
letting them do in case they hurt them- 
selves—after they have made meals for 
their dolls and teddy bears. 

A teddy bear occupies the small bed in 
the partitioned bedroom where the chil- 
dren will make his bed and sweep his 
room with tiny brooms and brushes. A 
door leading out of the bedroom will 
help them to learn to turn door handles. 

At small, specially-designed tables for 
four, where wheelchairs can fit in when 
necessary, the children play and have their 
meals. 

Sand and water trays, toy cars, dolls 
prams, a telephone—in fact all the things 
that non-handicapped children enjoy when 
they go to nursery school—are all there. 

There are separate cloakrooms for boys 
and girls and separate washrooms with 
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curtains, minimising the difficulty of 
wheelchairs and awkward little hands and 
feet. Cubicled rest rooms with bright 
floors and gay curtains will give visiting 
consultants privacy with the children and 
allow peace and quiet for those who tem- 
porarily find school a little tiring. 

But the pride and joy of the physiother- 
apist, who has been six years at the Avenue 
School, in the hydro pool. Shaped like 
a large font, tiny children can dabble in 
the shallow water which is warmed by a 
special heater, before they tread cautiously 
down the circular steps to its full depth 
of three and a half feet. In this pool the 
physiotherapist will help them to relax 
their small, tensed bodies and exercise 
afflicted limbs. Eventually, as they grow 
older and taller and more confident they 
will graduate to the large, specially de- 
signed, recreational swimming pool which 
the other children in the school will also 
use and where older spastics will be able 


Concentration 


to enjoy the relaxation of swimming after 
school hours. : 

The unit is well-staffed with a speech 
therapist, nursery teacher, nursery nurse, 
student nursery nurse, general assistant 
and a State Registered Nurse who is 
attached to the whole school. 
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‘T think I've been spotted!’ 


The opening ceremony was attended by 
the Mayors of Reading, Newbury, Maiden- 
head, Wokingham, and over 100 guests in 
- the main hall where paintings by spastics 
decorated the walls. Mr. W. A. Good- 
worth, headmaster of The Avenue School, 
explained how the new unit came into 
being. 

Funds were collected by the Reading 
and Berkshire Spastics Welfare Society 
and donations were given by ‘Mr. Pastry’ 
(Richard Hearne), and the Variety Club of 
Great Britain. The Spastics Society con- 
tributed nearly £10,000 of the £34,000 
spent, but even so there was still several 
thousands needed to cover the cost, despite 
the fact that Mr. Cyril Taylor, after whom 
the unit is named, had built it without 
profit and had given considerable finan- 
cial help. The day after the opening 
ceremony an anonymous contributor gave 
a £1,000. 

Mr. Taylor is a remarkable man, with 
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great strength of character, humanity and 
charity. During the building of the unit 
he would arrive at the site every morning 
at 7.30 to supervise his workmen, go off 
during the day to attend to his own 
affairs and return in the evening to deal 
with any difficulties that had arisen during 
the day. And indeed the project was beset 
with difficulties. While the workmen were 
digging to lay the foundations, they hit 
the cellars of the old house. When Mr. 
Taylor became ill and had a serious opera- 
tion, work on the site stopped. And when 
the building was almost completed, hooli- 
gans invaded it one night, broke the filtra- 
tion plant and slung pots of paint over 
floors and walls. Mr. Taylor, with mem- 
bers of the staff and the older children, 
got down on their hands and knees and 
cleaned off the paint. 

Now that the work is completed and 
the nursery unit officially opened the cost 
of staffing and maintaining it will be 


Practice will make perfect 
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‘This is how you play it’. Skittles without the beer 


financed, as is the rest of the school, by 
the Reading Education Authority. 

And tecause of the help of so many 
people this possibly unique school will 
mean that the spastic children of Reading 
can spend all their schooldays in an at- 
mosphere where their progress and ability 
will te fostered and encouraged. If they 
eventually reach the grammar school stage, 
places will te available for them at suitable 
schools in the Reading area. 

The headmaster, Mr. Goodworth, be- 
lieves that children can do things for 


Absorbed 
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other children that adults cannot do. He 
believes that spastic children should mix 
with other children, especially those who 
are not physically handicapped. And since 
100 per cent of his educationally sub- 
normal children are placed in open em- 
ployment, where high reading ability is 
not needed and the jobs do not entail too 
much responsibility, it may well be that 
the very young spastic children of Reading 
with their physiotherapy, their speech 
therapy, their facilities for learning to live 
normal lives and the opportunity of spend- 


‘Go away, I’m busy’ 


ing their schooldays with children con- 
siderably less handicapped than themselves 
will enable them, when they grow up, to 
take their place and become useful mem- 
ters of society. 

Without the local group and without 
the help of thousands of other people this 
nursery school for spastics would not 
have been possible. 

The people of Reading, with the co- 
operation of the education authorities, may 
well have set a pattern in this country for 
the future of spastics. 


I may not be able to write but I can typewrite 
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be made 


PAPER 


drawings. 
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EMPLOYMENT 


NEWS 


TERENCE BARTON from Colchester, is 
working there in the Corona factory. 
MADELEINE BERNSON from Willesden, 
who trained at the Chester Office Training 
Centre, is now working in the L.P.T.B. 
Friendly Society in London. 

JACQUELINE BETT from Loughton, who 
‘trained at the Chester Office Training Centre, 
is working as an I.B.M. punch card machine 
operator for a bureau in London. 

VIOLET CATLOW from Rossendale, who 
trained at the Chester Office Training Centre, 
has commenced work as an office junior. 
CAROL CREEDY from Greenford, has 
changed her job and is now working as an 
internal messenger and filing clerk for the 
Aladdin Company in Western Avenue. 
PETER EVERETT from Sidcup has 
changed his job and is now employed as a 
switchboard operator by a firm of wholesale 
greengrocers. He also operates the Addresso- 
graph machine. 

IAN FILLINGHAM from Wakefield, who 
trained at Messrs. Joseph Lucas Ltd., Birm- 
ingham, is now employed as an inspector 
(visual) by the Sutcliffe Moulded Rubber 
Co. Ltd., in Ossett. 


SPASTICS NEWS, AUGUST 1966 


There is no end to the attractive 
and amusing things that can 


FUN WITH 


MODELLING 


by G. C. Payne 


The paper masks and models—animals, birds, 
heads, puppets and boats—which are described 
in this book are vivid and exciting, and easy 
to make by following the clear instructions. 
They can be used in many projects—in plays 
and drama, as an art, and for fun. 10 x 7iin., 
64 pages, illustrated by photographs and 


eee KAYE : WARD 


AAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAAL AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AAAI 


NAN 


13s. 6d. 


London 
E.G 


CANAAN ANNAN ANNAN AANA AAAS SAR AARS AAA AAA AANA AANA AAAAANAANSA NAA ASAAANANAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAARARARAS 


Fund-Raising Special Offer to 
THE SPASTICS SOCIETY ONLY 


Proprietor: A. J. Chetwyn 


ABBEY WHOLESALE SUPPLY 
1407 LEEK ROAD, ABBEY HULTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS 


THE NEW STIK BALL PEN 
DIESTAMPED WITH 30 
BEST GOLD LETTERS 


Excellent Quality — Fully 
Guaranteed 


26/- per Gross 
(3/- Postage) 


Showing 145% Profit selling at 6d. 
each 
ANY QUANTITY 


DAVID FISH from London, has successfully 
completed a trial period of employment for 
the Pearl Insurance Co, and is now working 
there permanently. 

BARBARA GORNALL from Penrith, has a 
new job and is doing office duties for a land 
and estate agent in Penrith. 

BEVERLEY GRIX from Sheffield, is em- 
ployed as an apprentice moulder by a local 
firm. 

SUSAN HELMAN from Merrow, who is at 
the Society’s Oakwood Centre in Kelve- 
don, is doing ‘work practice’ at Messrs. 
Crittall, in Witham. She hopes to take 
a day-release Higher National Certificate 
course in mathematics at Chelmsford 
Technical College in the autumn. 

ROBERT MOODY from Battersea, has 
changed his job and is now employed locally 
as a general help by a firm of envelope 
manufacturers. 

MALCOLM PEARCY from North Froding- 
ham is working on a farm at Beeford. 
ROYSTON ROBERTS from Malvern, is 
working as a light labourer in a small en- 
gineering factory. 

ERIC ROSE from Burton-on-Trent, has a 
new job in a warehouse whilst awaiting train- 
ing at Sherrards. 

ROBERT SPENDIFF from Edgware, is 
working for a firm in Edgware Road. 
EILEEN SPINK from Watford, who trained 
at the Chester Office Training Centre, is 
employed locally as a junior clerk by British 
Railways. 


MICHAEL SUMMERSGILL from Wisbech, 
has changed his job and is employed by a 
firm of wholesale tarpaulin merchants. His 
work consists of repairing those used on 
lorries. 


PETER TAYLOR from West Wickham, who 
recently completed a course of Further Edu- 
cation at Dene Park, is now working as a 
trainee costume-jewellery maker. 


BARBARA THORPE from Manchester, who 
trained at Sherrards, is working for I.C.T, in 
Gorton—she will be doing inspection work on 
small computer tickets after a two-months 
training period. 


MICHAEL La TOUCHE from Newton 
Abbot, who is training at Sherrards, took a 
temporary job during May for a firm in 
Stevenage where he was doing capstan lathe 
and drilling machine work. 

PATRICIA TUCKER from Clevedon, who 
trained at the Chester Office Training Centre, 
is working as a junior clerk for a local firm. 
MARY TYLER from Finsbury, has started 
work as a telephonist at London Ideal Homes 
Centre. 

ALAN YOUNG from Balham, has changed 
his job and is working at Remploy in Hollo- 
way on the inspection and testing of hearing 
aids. 

JUNE WILLIAMS from Trefor, who trained 
at the Chester Office Training Centre, is 
working as a clerk/typist for an engineering 
firm. 
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news and views...news and views... 


Gurkha Hero 

OuR PICTURE shows a pile of pennies be- 
ing knocked over by L/Cpl. Rambahadur 
Limbu, who received the Victoria Cross 
from the Queen on July 12th, for out- 
standing bravery in Borneo—the first V.C. 
to be awarded since Korea. 

Forty pounds was realised at the penny- 
pushing ceremony which took place at the 
Beacon Public House, Shrewsbury, on 
June 18th. L/Cpl. Limbu and five col- 
leagues from the Gurkha Regiment were 
entertained to dinner before the event by 
officers of the Shropshire Spastics Society. 

It was a busy day for Major Crouch, 
licensee of the Beacon—his daughter was 
married the same morning. 


Apprentice Instructors 

at Sherrards 

SIX FOURTH-YEAR apprentices from the 

Welwyn Training School have recently 

spent two weeks as instructors at Sherrards. 
The experience proved useful, not only 

for Sherrards but also for the apprentices, 

who had to adapt what they had learned 
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during their own training to the needs of 
less able young people. 

One apprentice said afterwards : — 

‘The thing that struck me was the hap- 

piness of the trainees—they appeared to 

take no notice of their disabilities and 
tended to joke about them rather than 
feel sorry for themselves . . .’ 

Two of these young men have since 
become involved in other Sherrards activi- 
ties. During their spare time they are 
teaching some of the trainees to swim. 


Spastics at Badminton?P 
BADMINTON, the Duke of Beaufort’s 
estate and home of one of the most 
famous horse trials, may soon have a 
national event for spastic riders. 

The Duke is considering a suggestion by 
Mr. W. G. Thomas, Hon. Secretary, of 
Gloucester and District. Spastics Associa- 
tion, that a gymkhana for spastic com- 
petitors from all over the country should 
be held at Badminton. 

The Duke, who is Master of the Queen’s 
Horse, has already delighted the Associa- 
tion by agreeing to become its Patron. 


Research Appointment 
“THE TIMES’ of June 23rd reports : — 

‘Dr. F. Morgenstern, previously a re- 
search worker in the Department of 
Psychology, Maudesley Hospital, has been 
appointed Research Lecturer, Department 
of Child Development. He will take part in 
work financed by The Spastics Society to 
help handicapped children master their 
difficulties of movement and communica- 
tion. 


A New Collecting Box 

A MEMBER OF The Spastics Group at 
Wandsworth Prison has designed a new 
type of collecting box. It’s not just a ‘drop- 
it-in-thank-yow’ but one that offers the 
subscriber a chance of getting his money 
back—if he’s lucky. It is being tried out 
in the ‘Officers’ Club’ and in one week 
collected £1 Os. 8d. 


What the Doctor Ordered 


SHOPPING EARLY for Christmas is a doctor - 


in Queensland, Australia, who has just 
ordered his Christmas cards from The 
Spastics Society. 

His order—the Society’s first this year— 
is from the ‘Old Masters’ series, a repro- 
duction of Monet’s ‘Sunset over the House 
of Commons’. 


Midlands Initiative Test 

THE MIDLANDS SPASTICS ASSOCIATION’S 
Helping Hand Youth Club is repeating its 
initiative test which was such a success 
last year. 

Members taking part will ‘seek’, ‘find’ or 
‘do’ twelve items, covering a very wide 
range, during the period July to September. 
Points will be awarded for each item ob- 
tained as well as for presentation and the 
degree of initiative shown in getting them. 

Challenge is the keynote of the exercise 
and once again a high performance is 
expected, in spite of the many physical 
difficulties of those taking part. 

Among the tests the competitors will 
have to do are: Get an interview with their 
local M.P.; Carry out a piece of ‘Service’; 
Obtain autographs and backgrounds of 
personalities; Attend a youth organisation 
committee meeting; Seek information on 


television topics; Prepare a ‘nature’ col- 


lection; Show evidence of a hobby, and 
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Members of the Carlisle branch of the International Voluntary Service who have given up 
their spare time to help in the gardens of the Scalesceugh Centre 


Seek advice on hypothetical financial 
investment. 

Awards will be made by a panel of 
judges comprising five officers of the Mid- 
land Spastics Association and the Society’s 
West Midland Regional Officer. 


Fund Raising at Watford 
ONCE AGAIN, the Watford Group par- 
ticipated in the ‘Back to Activity’ Exhibi- 
tion which was held at Cassiobury Park at 
Whitsun. £17 was taken for jewellery made 
by spastics during the two days of the 
exhibition and the shilling pens, inscribed 
‘Watford Treatment Centre for Spastics’ 
brought in £5 10s. Od. 
Visitors to the stand were keenly in- 
terested in the display material and valu- 


able publicity was obtained by handing. 


children balloons carrying the 
“Please Help Spastics’. 

On Saturday, July 2nd, two schoolgirls, 
Linda Murtagh and Linda White, held a 
garden féte in the lovely grounds of 
‘Kinsmore’, Garston, to raise funds for 
the Treatment Centre. For once, the 
weather was beautiful, enabling the visitors 
to relax with refreshments and admire the 
gardens after visiting the side-shows, The 
girls had enlisted the help of relations to 
man the stalls and the whole féte was very 
well organised. The Group is extremely 
grateful to the two ‘Lindas’ for their con- 
tinued help and interest. 


slogan 


Cash for Cast-Offs 

THE OXFORDSHIRE Spastics Welfare 
Society’s junk shop is doing such a brisk 
trade that they have to buy in much of 
their stock. This, together with the cast- 
offs they receive, has enabled them to make 
a nett profit of £1,898 13s. Od. in the 
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second year’s trading, making a total of 
£3,460 10s. 1d. over two years towards 
the Short Stay Home. 


Donkey Derby 
A ROUND TOTAL of 600 programmes was 
sold at the recent Devon County Show for 
a Donkey Derby and Féte organised by 
the Exeter Lions Club on behalf of the 
Exeter and Torbay Spastics Society. 

The Lions Club, now in its fifth year 


WS and view 


of voluntary service, has been working 
hard at rasing funds to supplement a grant 
given by Spastics Society Headquarters for 
the Group’s new centre. 

Situated in the grounds of Honeylands 
Hospital, Whipton, it is hoped that this 
centre will eventually provide medical edu- 
cational and occupational facilities for some 
of the 218 spastics known to the Group. 


Stamps 

EVERY WEEK, over 36,000 used envelopes 
are being given to Bristol Spastics Asso- 
ciation by Regional Pool Promotions Ltd. 
The envelopes, used by members of the 
Spastics League Club to claim Goodwill 
Gifts, are taken to the Bristol Work Centre 
where the stamps are removed and sold 
to benefit the Association’s funds. 

As readers of SPASTICS NEws will be 
aware, members of the Spastic League 
Club have made much of the work of The 
Spastics Society possible by donating a 
proportion of their weekly Club subscrip- 
tion to Spastics. 


The first pupil to arrive when Meldreth Training Centre opened on 10th May was eleven- 


year-old Pat Cook from Bushey in Hertfordshire, seen here with her future housemother, 
Mrs. A. M. Prior 


17 


The Adventures of Wobbly Wheel 
by Ann Hughes 


Suddenly ‘Wobbly Wheel’ saw a 
ereat big tree lying right across the 
Primrose Line 


on one of his short journeys to take some 
small parcels to the country villages. 

When he got to Pine Top Halt he saw Mr. 
Mutter Grumble sitting on the seat outside his 
Ticket-Office looking very glum. 

‘Cheer-up’, said Wobbly Wheel, ‘see how 
pretty your Station looks, with the pink Roses 
climbing over your Ticket-Office, —and how 
lovely they smell’. 

Mr. Mutter Grumble looked up. ‘Oh, what 
a nice surprise to see you’, he said, ‘I do get 
lonely on Mondays, when nobody comes to 
my station, but I feel better now’. 

Then he took the parcels and put them safe 
in the ticket-office and came back for a chat. 

‘Now’, said Wobbly Wheel, ‘I have a plan for 
Speedy and Go-Ahead to have a race from 
Willow Down to Pine Top Halt... what do 
you say to that?’ 

‘Oh, what a good idea’, said Mr. Mutter 
Grumble, ‘they can race on the Primrose Line, 
the little old railway line that nobody goes on 
anymore, and so it would be quite safe’. 

Then they talked a lot more and made the 
plan for Sunday, when all the People and the 
Children could watch, it would be a great treat 
for them. 

‘IT must go now’, 
some more work’. 

‘And I must make my station all spic and 
span’, said Mr. Mutter Grumble, his eyes all 
shiny as he thought, at last I will see Speedy 
and Go-Ahead, Wobbly Wheel’s two best friends. 

So they waved goodbye and Wobbly Wheel 
went off singing his little Choo-Choo song— 
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QO: MONDAY MORNING, Wobbly Wheel went 


said Wobbly Wheel, ‘and do 


Part Ill: The Big Race 
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ILLUSTRATED > ‘ 
BY 


G. Robertson 


‘From Willow Down to Pine Top, 
Speedy and Go-Ahead will have to stop’. 
Choo-Choo-Choo, Choo-Choo-Cha’. 

Wobbly Wheel got back to Willow Down just 
in time to see Speedy and Go-Ahead before they 
went on one of their long journeys. 

I am lucky I am not too late, he thought, and 
said to them, 

‘How would you two like to have a race on 
Sunday to Pine Top Halt on the Primrose Line?’ 

They looked at each other and laughing ~ 
happily said, “What a good idea’. 

Then Mr. Goodheart, the Station Master 
talked to them and he said, ‘what a good idea’, 
and that was all settled then. 

‘Now the day before the Big Race there was a 
big thunderstorm, and very strong winds which 
made all the trees sway and bend. 

‘Oh, dear’, said Wobbly Wheel, ‘I do hope we 
can have the race’. ; 

‘Don’t you worry’, said Mr. Goodheart, ‘it — 
will be a lovely day tomorrow you will see’... — 
and he was right, Sunday was a sunny day, and ~ 
the storm had gone right away 3 

5 
: 
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When all the People and the Children had 
gathered on the platform, Mr. Goodheart said 
to Wobbly Wheel, i. 

‘You take all the children in your train and — 
go first, then you can see who wins the race at 
Pine Top Halt, but don’t go too fast now, you 
mustn’t hurt your wheel’. So he blew his 
whistle and off they went, the children all waving 
and laughing happily. 

Wobbly Wheel was gaily singing his Choo- 
Choo song when he suddenly saw in front of © 
him a great big tree lying right across the 
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Primrose Line. 

He was so frightened he went shaky all over, 
but he bravely put on his brakes and stopped 
just in time so they were all safe. 

The Children were very quiet but did not 
cry at all, and then they said it was the big 
storm that blew the tree down, and what will 
we all do now? 

‘Don’t you worry, children’, said Wobbly 
Wheel, ‘but we must stop Speedy and Go-Ahead 
or they will crash into that tree because they go 
very fast. Now, sit quietly and I will shunt 
backwards’. 

It was a hard journey, but they got back 
just in time to stop Speedy and Go-Ahead who 
were puffing and steaming all ready to start 
the race. 

‘Goodness me’, said Mr. Goodheart, ‘why 
have you come back, and why are you going 
backwards ?” 

So Wobbly Wheel told him about the big 
tree on the line. 

‘Well then’, said Mr. Goodheart, ‘something 
must be done about that’, so he asked the 
People to get some big saws and axes and off 
they went to find some. Then he gave Wobbly 
Wheel some oil on his hurt wheel. 

‘There, that’s better’, he said, giving Wobbly 
Wheel a friendly pat. 

‘Now’, he said, ‘go on the main line with the 
Children to Pine Top Halt and you will see 
the end of the race’, so off they went once more, 
but all happy again’. 

The People came back with saws and axes 
and off they went on the Primrose Line with 
Mr. Goodheart, on Speedy and Go-Ahead to 
chop up the big tree. It took rather a long time 
to cut up that tree and put the bits in the field, 
but now the line was safe. 

‘At last we can start the race’, said Mr. 
Goodheart, and told the people to get back into 
Speedy and Go-Ahead’s trains. Speedy and 
Go-Ahead were puffing and whistling, all ready 
to go, so Mr. Goodheart blew his whistle and 
the Big Race started. 

Speedy and Go-Ahead raced side by side, very 
fast, both whistling and hooting, ‘I’m going to 
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win, I’m going to win’. 

Now at Pine Top Halt, Mr. Mutter Grumble 
stood at the end of the platform to see who 
would win, and he looked very Important, 
holding his flag and all dressed up in his best 
Station Suit and Shiny Peaked Cap. 

Wobbly Wheel and the children and such a 
lot of people also waited—very excited. 

Then all the children shouted, ‘Look, here 
come Speedy and Go-Ahead, see how fast 
they are going’, and so they all started to shout, 

‘Come on Speedy’, or ‘Come on Go-Ahead’. 

Then Speedy and Go-Ahead came puffing into 
Pine Top Halt and stopped at the end of the 
Platform, and they both whistled and hooted, 
‘Which of us has won?’ 

And the children cried, ‘Oh, yes, who has 
won ?” 

Then Mr. Mutter Grumble held up his flag 
for silence, and he looked very carefully, 
because Speedy and Go-Ahead were so close 
together, and then said, 

‘Speedy’s bumper is just in front of Go 
Ahead’s, so Speedy is the winner...’ Then 
Go-Ahead said, ‘Three cheers for Speedy,’ and 
so they all said, ‘Hooray! Hooray! Hooray! 
And all the people said, ‘What a good race! 
Go-Ahead is a good chap and his turn to win 
will come’. 

When the Children and the People had 
stopped cheering, Judy (Mrs. Mumsie’s Grand- 
daughter) with a garland of roses in her hands, 
went up to put it on Speedy, as he was the 
winner, but Speedy said, 

‘Oh, thank you so much, but please give it to 
our little friend, Wobbly Wheel, he is our hero, 
because he stopped us crashing into that tree’. 

So Judy put the garland of roses onto Wobbly 
Wheel, and all the children and the people 
shouted, ‘Hurrah! Hurrah! for Wobbly Wheel’, 
while Mr. Mutter Grumble just nodded wisely, 
and Wobbly Wheel, with a shy smile and one 
little tear of happiness said, 

‘Oh, thank you all for making me so happy!’ 

Then he slowly went back to Willow Down, 
proudly wearing his garland of roses. 


PEN PALS 


Dear Editor, 

I read SPASTICS NEWS every month and 
I like the letters on the letter page. I was 
wondering if you could help me find a 
pen-pal, a boy if possible, aged about 20 
to 23 years old. 

My hobbies are reading, writing, getting 
autographs from all over the world, pop 
records. Favourite singers—Dusty and 
Connie Francis, Ruby Miller, Ruby 
Murray, Cliff, Jack Jones, Joe Brown, 
Stuart Damon, and the following groups: 
Breakaways, Toys, The Shadows. 

I have met some of the stars. My age 
is 19 years, and I have brown hair, blue 
eyes. I am 5 ft. 2 ins. and a spastic in a 
chair. 

When writing please write to me at 
Daresbury Hall. 

Yours sincerely, JOAN ROSE-MARIE 
Harwoop (Miss), Daresbury Hall, War- 
rington, Lancs. 


A FRIEND OF THE ELLIS’S 
Dear Editor, 

I was very pleased to read Mrs. Bayton’s 
letter in the June issue of SPASTICS NEws, 
of the engagement of her daughter, to 
Tony Ellis. 

I had the pleasure of meeting both Tony 
and Barbara at the 62 Club camp last 
September and I had a most enjoyable 
camp with them both. May I offer my 
hearty congratulations to them, and I hope 
that I will have the pleasure of meeting 
them again in the near future. 

Yours sincerely, JOHN Mooney, 115 
Coronation Drive, Ditton, Widnes, Lancs, 
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THE BOWYER’S ARE IN TANGIER 


Dear Editor, 

From far off Tangier, we look back on ten 
years as Warden and Matron of’a Spastic 
Centre, very conscious that any success 
that was achieved, was due to the great 
co-operation we received from everyone 
who infringed in any way on the world of 
Coombe Farm. 

We would ask the courtesy of SPASTICS 
NEwS to express our gratitude for much 
generous service and for great forbearance 
and understanding, We would also like to 
say ‘Thank you’ very sincerely to many 
colleagues, both at the Society’s schools 
and Centres and at Park Crescent, for 
friendship and much sage advice and for 
their most generous farewell present. 

From the lounge of our villa at Tangier 
we look out to the Rift Mountains in the 
far distance and in the foreground to 
Mosques and arab encampments, a fair 
scene but concealing much poverty and 
great human need. 

In due course we hope and believe op- 
portunities for service will present them- 
selves. It must, however, be service given 
in their own terms and according to the 
background and conditions of the people’s 
own culture and history. For this much 
knowledge and understanding will be 
needed. Ultimately, however, human suffer- 
ing and pain is the same the world over, 
and the lessons learnt in the arena of 
spastic need, cannot be completely wasted 
when the time comes to try and meet 
similar needs and problems in Morocco. 

Yours sincerely, FRANCIS AND BARBARA 
Bowyer, Villa Renny, 46 Route Sidi 
Amar, Tangier, Morocco. 


EDITOR’s NOTE: We appreciate the 
generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Bowyer’s 
thanks, and wish them both all possible 
happiness in their service for human need, 
which they understand so well. 


HINTS FOR DRIVERS 


Dear Editor, 

I have been reading SPASTICS NEWS 
for some time and am very pleased with it. 

But if I may say so, I think it may help 
some spastics if you had a column for 
the owners of invalid cars so they can do 
minor repairs themselves rather than send 
it to a garage. It would save them time 
and money I think, knowing how to clean 
spark plugs, when to change the oil, how 
to change a tyre or repair a puncture, and 
if possible, how to decoke it. 

I would like a Pen Friend, a girl about 
the same age as myself. I am 20 years 
old, 5 ft. 10 ins., and slightly handicapped 
in the legs. My hobbies are motor-cycling, 
pop music, TV, fishing, and trying to 
invent new ideas for road safety for 
motor-cyclists. 

Yours sincerely, ALLAN C. WILSON, 14 
Egerton Close, Eastcote, Pinner, Middx. 


BADGER YOUR COUNCILLOR! 
Dear Editor, 

What an excellent article ‘Fight For 
Your Rights’ in the June issue was! As a 
mother of a spastic boy more or less con- 
fined to a wheelchair, how well we know 
the frustration of being denied access to 
art galleries, concert halls, theatres and 
even churches by quite unnecessary flights 
of steps and stairs. 

As a Councillor in this new town of 
Bracknell I have more opportunity than . 
most to persuade the authorities to take 
the disabled into account when building 
such things as libraries, swimming pools, 
etc. (all of which we shall have in due 
course) and to provide a ramp. 

I earnestly urge all parents of non- 
walking spastics to contact their local 
Councillors and bring their attention to 
the ridiculous state of affairs existing in so 
many of our towns. You probably took the 
trouble to turn out and vote for your local 
Councillor—now ask him or her to do 
something in return! 

Yours sincerely, D. M. POWELL (Mrs.), 
Lavender House, 
Bracknell, Berks. 


JUNIOR JUMBLE SALE 
Dear Editor, 

Would you be so kind as to publish the 
following please. 

Four children, Peter Hunt, David 
Brodetsky, Melinda Hill and Janet Beau- 
champ, anxious to help local spastics, held 
a jumble sale in the garden of Thornbury 
House, Kidlington, on Saturday, June. 
11th. They organised the whole event, col- 
lecting goods, distributing leaflets and set- 
ting out the stalls. 

These children, all under 12 years of 
age, deserve great credit for their energy 
and enthusiasm. 

Yours sincerely (Mrs.) D. WIGGINS, 136 
The Moors, Kidlington, Oxford. 


Peter Hunt, leader of the fumble Sale 
Group. They raised £8 7s. 6d. 


Old Bracknell Lane, _ j 
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OAKWOOD STUDENTS REPLY 


Dear Editor, 


In last month’s issue of the SPASTICS 
News Mr. Watson’s ‘Reply to Miss 
Helman’ was based upon two basic mis- 
understandings about our Paper originally 
given at the Nottingham Conference of 
762 Clubs. Firstly, Miss Helman does not 
- hold complete responsibility for the Paper, 
as it was written on a communal basis by 
the Oakwood students as a _ whole. 
Secondly, and more important, the Paper 
was concerned with the principles to be 
-aimed at when planning centres of the 
future; it was not the Paper’s object to 
register petty complaints. 

Bearing especially the latter point in 
mind, we would like to reply to Mr. 
Watson point by point. 

From the point of view of staff going 
off duty we naturally accept the fact that 
half-past ten is a reasonable time to go to 
bed, that is, until an alternative solution 
is found which will allow a greater de- 
gree of flexibility. What we do object to 
is the arbitrary nature in which bed- 
time is set for each individual. Our ob- 
jections concern the reasoning behind this 
arbitrariness: a reasoning which says, in 
effect, that we must go to bed because it 
is good for us. Accepting the present dif- 
ficulties in staff recruitment, our posi- 
tion—taken to its logical end—would be 
to let the individual who chose not to go 
to bed at the specified off-duty time suffer 
if need be on his own part. Finally, some 
of us do plead guilty to lying-in at the 
weekends—after all, we are members of 
the ‘decadent generation.’ 


With respect to Mr. Watson’s query 
regarding the number of visitors coming to 
Oakwood as a result of our Committee’s 
initiative, alas, we can only reply very 
few. We stated the reasons for this in our 
Paper—namely, that Oakwood’s location 
is comparatively inaccessible and that, in 
consequence, few guests come, especially 
when they learn the time limits for even- 
ing visitors. As regards outings, we really 
do appreciate those we get, but we find 
unacceptable Mr. Watson’s statement that 
‘we have yet to have a request for an 
outing which has not been fulfilled’. 


We are rather amused at Mr. Watson’s 
assumption that we want more authority 
and less responsibility. The actual truth 
is that we want more responsibility in 
order to exercise the authority over our 
personal affairs to which we, as responsible 
citizens, have the undisputable right. This 
includes the responsibility of consulting, 
and submitting to the convenience of, the 
staff in matters concerning transportation 
to hospital appointments, etc. Mr. Watson 
accuses us of irresponsibility because occa- 
sionally some of us have found ourselves 
stranded on station platforms at some in- 
convenient time; this has been because 
promised transport has not arrived, due to 
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lack of communication, or station officials 
have panicked unnecessarily. 

We are glad to see that Mr, Watson is 
not conscious of wheelchairs—he must be 
one of the few people who are not. Even 
if he was, the reason why he rarely sees 
wheelchairs when he visits Oakwood is 
because his visits usually coincide with our 
working hours. This is beside the point, 
however. Mr. Watson states that Miss 
Helman enjoys a single bedroom where she 
can entertain visitors; he does not, how- 
ever, add the essential qualification that 
Miss Helman is the only student who has 
a single bedroom. Furthermore, contrary 
to Mr. Watson’s belief, many of tus have 
to use both the library and the study in 
the evenings when our room-mates are 
using such things as taperecorders. To 
state this is not to decry the facilities 
available at Oakwood—judged by present 
standards, they are indeed admirable. But 
this only adds to our argument that such 
facilities are not in general adequate 
enough for the true integration of the 
spastic into society, necessitating as this 
does the ability of each resident to invite 
individuals from outside into their room 
on a basis of privacy. If it is the ultimate 
aim of The Spastics Society to help the 
spastic person to integrate as an individual 
into the outside world as far as possible; 
as it should, then a policy of providing 
single rooms wherever possible should be 
initiated. 

We are also glad to see that Mr. Wat- 
son mentioned the need for staff and resi- 


dents to co-operate at a recent staff 


meeting held at Park Crescent. We feel, 
however, that this was hardly worth saying 
to our staff at Oakwood, seeing that the 
relations between us are near perfection. 


Nevertheless, in principle we do believe 
that some official channel of communica- 
tion between staff and residents should 
exist in every Centre so as to promote 
mutual understanding if needed; indeed, 
this rather embarrassing public correspon- 
dence between Mr. Watson and ourselves 
supports the case for such, seeing that it 
would not have occurred had we been able 
to discuss our differences in a more private 
and constructive manner. 

We would like to end on a note of posi- 
tive agreement with Mr. Watson. Most 
definitely it is the responsibility of those 
living in a particular centre to create a 
communal spirit within that centre which 
is vital for its development. As Mr. Watson 
so rightly says, this means the exercise of 
such virtues as generosity, warmth and 
integrity. We agree with him, moreover, 
when he states that such virtues are more 
important than the ‘airings of one’s rights’ 
—but we will only agree with him if he 
considers the adjective ‘petty’ a vital addi- 
tion to this phrase. 

Yours faithfully THE OAKwoop STUDENTS, 

‘Oakwood’, High Street, Kelvedon, 

Colchester, Essex. 
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A SECOMBE SNIPPET 


On Injuries 
‘I opened my first London Pal- 
ladium season with a broken arm 
in plaster. But there, I’ve always 
wanted to be in a show with a 
good supporting cast.’ 
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


for SpAsTIcs NEws, the official monthly journal of The Spastics Society covering 
every aspect of its work and its Affiliated Societies. 


Please send me SPAstTIcs NEWS every month until further notice at the annual 
subscription rate of 11s., including postage, starting with the.. .................. issue. 


I enclose a cheque/Postal Order herewith. 


NAME: 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


ADDRESS: 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


Cut OUT and send to: 


THE EDITOR, SPASTICS NEWS, 12 Park Crescent, London, W.1 
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The North-West (Cont'd) 


bury church one may see a copy of his 
birth certificate and a most attractive 
stained glass memorial window. I found 
my stay at Daresbury most interesting 
though I had some difficulty in fending 
off Mr. Bellman who is a great enthusiast 
for improvements and this is a year in 
which the Society must spend as little as 
possible. 


CHESTER 

In the morning I met Mrs. Clifton, our 
Schools and Centres Secretary, at Dares- 
bury and we went together to the Chester 
Training Centre. One of the great prob- 
lems for an administrator with 100 Centres 
is finding the Centres. They are usually 
given the name of the town in which they 
are situated and with the current plethora 
of one-way streets in towns, one can 
spend more time in finding the Centre 
than in travelling to the town. I always 
have problems of this kind in Chester 
where the Centre is in fact in the suburb 
of Blacon. The Chester Training Centre 
for Spastics has an unusual history. It 
was built by the Local Society as a chil- 
dren’s centre but at the time of opening 
there proved to be insufficient children to 
justify its use for that purpose and it was 
leased to the National Society for use as 
a training Centre. 


A hostel was bought and for a rela- 
tively small sum of money we have an 
excellent Centre. The Principal is Mrs. 
V. S. Parker. There are 25 trainees, to be 
increased to 35 after 1970, who are at the 
Centre and there is a sub-centre at Stock- 
port where there are 9 trainees. The whole 
unit is now bursting at the seams. A prob- 
lem arose quite recently when, because of 
population changes in the area, more chil- 
dren came forward requiring care and 
treatment. 


When the Society took over the original 
children’s unit as a training centre they 
gave an undertaking that if the need arose 
they would do their best to build a separate 
Centre for children. This became necessary 
and a new children’s unit now stands in 
the grounds at Blacon run by the Local 
Society, with Mrs. E. Hay as supervisor. 
It is an excellent unit providing for 15 
children daily and also providing physio- 
therapy. Now a demand has risen for 
speech therapy and so the Society’s work 
grows in the Chester area. 


I am always impressed by the spirit and 
originality of the North-West. It feels 
spiritually unencumbered by and indepen- 
dent of London and wishes so to remain. 
The people are down to earth but inven- 
tive and full of punch. It is in many ways 
the most productive of all the Society’s 
regions and if plans already in gestation 
are born it will continue to hold the lead 
for a number of years. 
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Announcing a New Service for Readers of Spastics News 


A YEAR'S ISSUES OF 
‘SPASTICS NEWS’ BOUND IN 
ONE HANDSOME VOLUME 


This specially designed binder, strongly made with stiff 

corners and attractively + bound in maroon Leathercloth 

and black Milskin, will hold each month’s issue firmly and 
effectively until complete. 


No mislaid copies! No trouble to 
assemble! Just insert your new issue 
with the special EASIBINDER 
device, and at the end of the year 
you have a handsome volume for 
your bookshelf. The title is Gold 
Blocked on the spine, and there is 


a space for the year’s date as well. 


Fill in the order form below —enclosing your 
Postal Order/Cheque with order — PLEASE. 


ORDER FORM 


for “SPASTICS NEWS’ EASIBINDER 


Please send me an EASIBINDER at 12s. 6d. including 


postage. 


NAME 2.28 20 Se eee: ng 


(Block capitals please) 


| enclose Postal Order/Cheque for 


oe ee ee © ee ee ew ew ee ee eH ee ee ow 


(0. C0, © 0" 6 Lee 0 0 ee Ge 0 0 2) 6) Bye erie Ke 


eee © © © © © ew we we we ew we wee ew ow 


Cr i i | 


crossed and made payable to The Spastics Society, 12 Park 


Crescent, W.1|. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ADDRESS Sin. ares ene 
| 
| 
| 
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SCHOOLS AND CENTRES ADDRESSES 


SCHOOLS 

THE CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 
Pentyrch, Nr. Cardiff. 

Telephone: Pentyrch 397. 
Headmistress: Mrs. C, M. Kearslake. 


-THE THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 

Starvecrow, Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge, 
Telephone: Tonbridge 4584. 
Headmaster: Mr. G. D. C. Tudor, M.A. 


INGFIELD MANOR SCHOOL 
‘Five Oaks, Nr. Billingshurst, Sussex. 
Telephone: Billingshurst 2294. 
Headmistress: Miss E. M. Varty. 


IRTON HALL SCHOOL 
Holmrook,. Cumberland. 
Telephone: Wasdale 202. 
Headmaster: Mr, John Nelson. 


THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 
Tixover Grange, Duddington, Nr. Stamford. 
Telephone: Duddington 212. 

Headmaster: Mr. R. A. Pedder. 


FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE 
Dene Park, Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge, 
Telephone: Tonbridge 5101/2. 
Principal: Mr. P. K. Mayhew, M.A. 


MELDRETH TRAINING SCHOOL 
Meldreth, nr. Royston, Herts. 
Telephone: Melbourn 771. 

Principal: Mr. G. H. Crabb. 


ASSESSMENT CENTRE 
HAWKSWORTH HALL 
Guiseley, Leeds, Yorks. 
Telephone: Guiseley 2914. 
Principal: Mr. J. D. Johnson. 


ADULT CENTRES 


AGRICULTURAL WORK CENTRE 
Thorngrove House, Gillingham, Dorset. 
Telephone: Gillingham 641. 

Warden: Mr, A. G. King. 


WAKES HALL (S.O.S.) 

Wakes Colne, Nr. Colchester, Essex. 
Telephone: Earls Colne 476. 
Warden: Mr. E, L. Chapleo. 


PRESTED HALL & THE GRANGE 
Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 

Telephone: Kelvedon 482. 

Warden: Mr. J. H. Watson. 


COOMBE FARM 

Oaks Road, Croydon, Surrey. 

Telephone: Addiscombe 2310. 
Warden: Mr. E. Udall, M.A. 


PONDS HOME 

Seer Green, Beaconsfield, Bucks. 
Telephone: Jordans 2398/9. 
Warden: Mrs. C. Brown. 


BUXTON CENTRE: ‘THE BEDFORD’ 
St. John’s Road, Buxton, Derbyshire. 
Telephone: Buxton 3541. 

Warden: Mr. D. H. Simpson. 
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OAKWOOD CENTRE 

High Street, Kelvedon, Essex. 

Telephone: Kelvedon 208. 

Warden: Mr. J. H. Watson. 
Tutor/Organiser: Mrs. M, L. Birchall, M.A. 


JACQUES HALL CENTRE 
Bradfield, Nr. Manningtree, Essex. 
Telephone: WIX 311. 

Warden: Mr, V. P, Devonport. 


DARESBURY HALL 

Daresbury, Nr. Warrington, Lancs. 
Telephone: Moore 359. 

Warden: Mr. F. W. Bellman. 


KYRE PARK HOUSE 
Tenbury Wells, Worcs. 
Telephone: Kyre 282. 
Warden: Mr. W. R. Barley. 


HOLIDAY HOTELS 
ARUNDEL PRIVATE HOTEL 
23 The Leas, Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Telephone: Southend 47635. 
Manageress: Miss E. Fifield. 


THE BEDFONT HOLIDAY HOTEL 
Marine Parade West, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 
Telephone: Clacton 25230. 

Warden: Mrs. J. P. R. Molyneaux. 


S.0.S. HOLIDAY HOTEL FOR 
SPASTIC CHILDREN 

Colwall Court, Bexhill. 

Telephone: Bexhill 1491. 
Manager: Mr, G. H. Marsh. 


FAMILY HELP UNIT 
THE MOUNT 

Elm Bank, Nottingham. 
Telephone: Nottingham 66271-2. 
Warden: Mr. P. E. Habieb. 


STAFF TRAINING CENTRE 


CASTLE PRIORY COLLEGE 
Thames Street, Wallingford, Berks. 
Telephone: Wallingford 2551. 
Principal and Director of Studies: 
Mrs. J. W. Knowles, B.A. 


INDUSTRIAL CENTRES 


CHESTER OFFICE TRAINING CENTRE 
Western Avenue, Off Saughall Road, Blacon, 
Cheshire. 

Telephone: Chester 26987. 


Stockport Branch 

Granville House, Parsonage Road, Heaton 
Moor, Stockport. 

Telephone: Heaton Moor 8776. 

Principal: Mrs. V. S. Parker. 


BIRMINGHAM HOSTEL AND 
SHELTERED WORKSHOP 

Broadstones, Broadstone Road, Off Meadway 
Sheldon, Birmingham 26. : 

Telephone: Stechford 6532. 

Hostel Manager: Mr. A, T. Walker. 


Meadway Works, Garretts 
Birmingham 33. 

Telephone: Stechford 6081. 
General Manager: Mr. R. G, Miller. 
Works Manager: Mr. H. Cragg. 


Green Lane, 


SHERRARDS 

Digswell Hill, Welwyn, Herts. 

Telephone: Welwyn Garden 22125. 

Principal: Mr. V. Kings, M.1I.Prod.E., 
M.1.Wks.M. 


Schools Affiliated to 
The Spastics Society 


BIRKENHEAD SCHOOL 

43 Shrewsbury Road, Oxton, Birkenhead. 
Telephone: Claughton 2583. 
Headmistress: Miss B. Kennedy. 


BIRTENSHAW HALL SCHOOL 
Darwen Road, Bromley Cross, Bolton. 
Telephone: Eagley 230. 

Headmaster: Mr. D, A, Hiles. 


DAME HANNAH ROGERS SCHOOL 
Ivybridge, Devon. 

Telephone: Ivybridge 461. 

Headmistress: Miss B. G. Sutcliffe. 


PERCY HEDLEY SCHOOL & CENTRE 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne 12. 
Telephone: Newcastle 66-5491/2. 
General Secretary: Mr. G. H. Crowther. 
Headmaster: Mr. D. D. Johnston, 

M.A., M.Ed. 
ST. MARGARET’S SCHOOL 
Coombe Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Telephone: Croydon 1434. 
Headmistress: Miss M. A. Budd. 


HOSTELS 


BRISTOL HOSTEL _ 

Elphick House, 180 Ashley Down Road, 
Horfield, Bristol 7. 

Telephone: Bristol 46573. 

Housekeeper: Mrs. H. Jones. 


CHESTER HOSTEL 

5 Newton Lane, Hoole, Chester. 
Telephone: Chester 21730. 
Housekeeper: Mrs. D. L. Pealing. 


EASTCOTE HOSTEL 

8 Sunningdale Avenue, Eastcote, 
Middlesex. 

Telephone: Pinner 1166. 
Housekeeper: Mrs. M. E. Scott. 


Ruislip, 


PENARTH HOSTEL 

Mena House, 78 Victoria Road, Penarth, 
Glam. 

Telephone: Penarth 57693. 

Manager: Mr. R. A. Martin. 


THORNTON HEATH HOSTEL 

215 Melfort Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey. 
Telephone: Thornton Heath 9155. 
Housekeeper: Mrs. A. Harrington. 


WOODFORD HOSTELS 

24 Glengall Road, Woodford Green, Essex. 

Telephone: Buckhurst 1151. 

6 Snakes Lane, Woodford Green, Essex. 

Telephone: Ivanhoe 0406. 

Housekeeper (at both Hostels): Mrs. B. 
Landall-Smith. 
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LOCAL GROUP PROVISION 


NORTH REGION 

Barrow-in-Furness and District Spastic and 
Handicapped Children’s, Society 

Berwick-upon-T weed and ice Spastics 
Society 

Cumberland, Westmorland and Furness 
Spastics Society WORTH 

Darlington and District Spastics Society H 

Durham and District Spastics Society 

South Shields and District Spastics Society C 

Sunderland and District Spastics Society CW 

“Zees-side Spastics Society TE 


Regional Officer: 
Miss E. O’Kelly, M.B.E., 145 Front St. 
Chester-le-Street, Co, Durham, Tel.: 2852 


YORKSHIRE REGION 


Barnsley and District Association Cc 
Bradford and District Branch R 
Castleford and District Spastics Committee 
Dewsbury and District Spastics Society 
Goole and District Spastics Association 
Halifax and District Spastics Society Ww 
Huddersfield and District Spastics Society O 
Hull Group, The Friends of the Spastics 

Society in Hull and District H 
Leeds and District Spastics Society O 
Pontefract and District Spastics Association 
Rawmarsh and Parkgate Spastics Society 
Sheffield and District Spastics Society 
York and District Spastics Group 


Regional Officer: 
Mr. R. J. F. Whyte, Royal Chambers, Station 
Parade, Harrogate. Tel.: 69655. 


TOC 
TC 


NORTH-WESTERN REGION (Manchester 
Office) 
Blackburn and District Spastics Group TC 
Blackpool and Fylde Spastics Society O 
Bolton and District Spastics Society TE 
Burnley Area and Rossendale Spastics 
Group Af 
Chester and District Spastics Association TCE 
Crosby, Bootle, Litherland and District 
Spastics Society C 
Lancaster, Morecambe and District Spastics 
Society 
Manchester and District Spastics Society TCE 


Oldham and District Spastics Society OCT 
Preston and District Spastics Group OCT 
Sale, Altrincham and District Spastics 

Society RTEC 


Southport, Formby and District Spastics 
Society H 

Stockport, East Cheshire and High Peak 
Spastics Society TEOC 

Urmston and District Group TC 

Warrington and District Group for the 
Welfare of Spastics oO 

Widnes Spastic Fellowship Group 

Wigan and District Spastics Society 


Acting Regional Officer: 

Mr. F. Young, Room 481, 4th Floor, St. 
James’s Buildings, Oxford Street, Manchester 
1. Tel.: Central 2088 


Regional Social Worker: 

Mrs. M. Moncaster, Room 481, 4th Floor, 
St. James’s Buildings, Oxford Street, Man- 
chester 1. Tel.: Central 2088 
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NORTH-WESTERN REGION (Chester 

Office) 

Birkenhead Spastic Children’s Society TEOC 

Caernarvonshire Spastics and Handicapped 
Peoples’ Society 

Colwyn Bay and District Spastics Society 

Crewe and District Spastics Society 

Flint and District Spastics Society 

Montgomery Spastics Society 


TO 


Deputy North-West Region Officer: 
Mr. F. Young, 6 King’s Buildings, Chester. 
Tel.: Chester 27127. 


EAST MIDLAND REGION 


Boston District Branch 
Chesterfield and District Spastics Society 
TOC 
Derby and District Spastics Society T 
Grantham and District Friends of Spastics 
Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Friends 
of Spastics Society 
Leicester and Liecestershire Spastics Society 
TC 
Lincoln and District Spastics Society 
Loughborough and District Spastics Society 
Mansfield and District Friends of Spastics 
Group oO 
Newark Area Spastics Society 
Northampton and County Spastics Society 


TE 
Nottingham and District Friends of Spastics 
Group TEC 


Scunthorpe and District Spastic Society 
Stamford and District Spastics Society 


Regional Officer: 
Mr, T. H. O’Neill, 9 Regent Street, Notting- 
ham. Tel.: 42198 and 42463 


Regional Social Worker: 
Mrs. M. Lane, same address 


WEST MIDLAND REGION 


Coventry and District Spastics Society WO 

Dudley and District Spastic Group TOC 

Herefordshire Spastics Society 

Kidderminster and District Spastics 
Association 

Midland Spastic Association TEOWC 

North Staffordshire Spastic Association TO 


Shrewsbury and District Spastics Group H 
Stafford and District Spastic Association TT 
West Bromwich and District Spastics Society 
Wolverhampton and District Spastics Society 


Regional Officer: 
Mr, I. C. R. Archibald, 109 Colmore Row, 
Birmingham 3. Tel.: Central 3162 


Senior Welfare Officer, M.S.A. (Birmingham 
and Worcestershire areas): 

Mrs. N. M. Barrett, 15 Victoria Road, Har- 
borne, Birmingham 17. Tel.: Harborne 
3182 and 2458 


SOUTH WALES REGION 

(including Mon.) 

Cardiff and District Spastics Association C 
Kenfig Hill and District Spastics Society CTO 
Merthyr Tydfil and District Spastics Society 
Monmouthshire Spastics Society 


Pembrokeshire Spastics Society 
Pontypridd and District Group 
Swansea and District Spastics Assoc, TECW 


Regional Officer: 
Mr. B. Kingsley-Davies, 2 Saunders Road, 
Carditis , lebe25725 


Regional Social Worker: 
Miss A. M. Davey, 


2 Saunders Road, 
Cardiff. Tel.: 29289 ; 


WESTERN REGION 

Bath and District Spastics Society 

Bridgwater and District Friends of Spastics 
Association T 

Bristol Spastics Association CTOW 

Cornish Spastics Society 

Exeter and Torbay Spastics Society T 

Plymouth Spastic (CP) Association COETW 

Weston and District Society for the Spastic 
and Mentally Handicapped TR 

Yeovil and District Spastics Welfare Society 


Regional Officer: 

Mr. D. S. Hutcheson, St. John House, 60 
Staplegrove Road, Taunton, Somerset. 

Tel.: 81678 


EAST ANGLIA REGION 


Braintree and North-West Essex Spastics 
Society 

Cambridge and District Spastics Society 

Chelmsford and District Spastics Society 

Clacton and District Group 

Colchester and District Group 

Ipswich and East Suffolk Spastics Society 

TW 

King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Spastics 
Society 

Lowestoft ad N.E. Suffolk Spastics Society 

Norfolk and Norwich Spastics Association W 

Peterborough and District Group Spastics 
Society 

Southend-on-Sea and District Spastics 
Society 

Thurrock and District Spastics Society 


Regional Officer: 
Mr, H. G. Knight, 51 Newnham Road, 
Cambridge. Tel.: 61747 


Regional Social Worker: 
Miss H. M. Day, 51 Newnham Road, Cam- 
bridge. Tel.: 54531 


Oc 


WESSEX REGION 


Andover and District Spastics Society 
Basingstoke and District Spastics Society 
Bournemouth, Poole and District Spastics 
Society CTE 
Cheltenham Spastics Association ETC 
Gloucester and District Spastics Association 
Isle of Wight Spastics Society TE 
Portsmouth and District Spastics Society W 
Salisbury and District Friends of Spastics 
Southampton and District Spastics 
Association TOWCE 
Swindon and District Spastics Society H 
Winchester and District Spastics Society 


Regional Officer: 

Miss C, Mould, 7 St. John Street, Salisbury. 
eelimaa ol 

Mr. R. Jenkinson, same address 
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NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES 

REGION 

Bedford and District Branch TOWEC 

Bishop’s Stortford and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 

East Herts Group, Herts Spastics Society 

Friends of Ponds Home 

Hatfield and District Spastics Society 

Hemel Hempstead and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society 

- Hitchin, Letchworth and Stevenage Spastics 

Society 

Luton, Dunstable and District Spastics 


Group TEC 
Maidenhead Friends of Spastics Group 
Oxfordshire Spastics Welfare Society TOC 


‘Reading and Berkshire Spastics Welfare 
Society at 
Slough and District Spastics Welfare Society 
St. Albans and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society T 
Watford and District Group, Herts Spastics 
Society TEOC 
Welwyn Garden City and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 


Wycombe and District Spastics Society CT 


Regional Officer: 
Mr. R. C., Lemarie, 524 St. Alban’s Road, 
North Watford. Tel.: 41565 


Regional Social Worker: 
Miss U. M., Ballance, same address. 
Tel.: 41059 


SOUTH-EASTERN REGION 

Brighton, Hove and District Spastics Soc. OC 
Canterbury and Kent Coast Spastics Group 
Central Surrey Group 

Croydon and District Spastics Society TEWC 


East Sussex Group Cc 

Folkestone Group H 

Horsham, Crawley and District Spastic 
Society 


Maidstone Area Spastic Group OT 
Medway Towns Branch T 
North Hants and West Surrey Group TECO 
North Surrey Group WwW 
North-West Kent Spastics Group wo 
North-West Surrey Group TEOC 
South-East Surrey Group TOC 
South-West Surrey Group TEOC 


Thanet Group 

Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge and Area Group 

West Kent Spastics Society Ww 

West Sussex Spastics Group 

Worthing, Littlehampton & District Spastics 
Society 


Regional Officer: 

Mr. H. J. I. Cunningham, 29b Linkfield 
Lane, Redhill, Surrey. Tel.: Redhill 63944 
and 62250 


Regional Social Worker: 
Mrs. Vera Chinchen, same address 


LONDON REGION (provisional) 


Central Middlesex Spastics Welfare Society W 

East London Spastic Society H 

Epping Forest and District Branch TO 

Ilford, Romford and District Spastics 
Association 

North London Area Association of Parents 
and Friends of Spastics 

North-West London Spastics Society 

South-East London Group 

South-West Middlesex Group 

South London Group 

South-West London and District Group 

Walthamstow and District Spastics Society 


ys 6 


Regional Officer: 
Mrs. Patricia Latham, 28 Fitzroy Square, 
London, W.1. Tel.: EUSton 2436/7 


Guernsey Spastics Society 

Jersey Spastics Society 

Northern Ireland Council for Orthopaedic 
Development (Inc.) 


Chief Regional Officer: 
Mr. A. M. Frank, M.C., M.A., 
Crescent, London, W.1 


12 Park 


Senior Regional Officer (North): 

Post Vacant 

Royal Chambers, Station Parade, Harrogate. 
Tel.: 69655 


Development Secretary: 
Mr. D. Lancaster-Gaye, 12 Park Crescent, 
London, W.1 


Schools and Centres Secretary: 
Mrs. C. A. Clifton, 12 Park Crescent, Lon- 
don, W.1 


KEY TO LOCAL GROUPS 
T—Treatment Available 
E—Education 

O—Occupational Centre 
W—Work Centre 

H—Holiday Home 

C—Child Care 

R—Residential Centre 


NEW! 


COMFITEX 


9/- PAIR POST/PACKING 1/- 


Giving maximum protection 
and comfort without restricting 
movement, designed for the 
active male or female sufferer. 
‘Sanitized’ against moisture and 
perspiration. Three adjustable 
sizes: Small, 24”-28” waist (36”- 
44” hip); Medium, 30”- 34” waist 
(44”- 48” hip); Large, 34”’- 38” 
waist (50’-54” hip). For use 
with Comfitex Disposal Absorb- 
ent Wadding. Ask for leaflet. 


TRADE MARK 7; 


INCONTINENCE PANT 


8/9 EACH 


Medium 


DEP DsS.N.1; LONDON S.W.19 


POST/PACKING I/- | 


weight size 48” x 
72”. Complete protec- 
tion against moisture & 

perspiration. Suitable for 
all bed sizes. Ideal for nursery 
and sickroom alike. Securely held 
by tapes welded across top and bot- 
tom. Post and Packing for orders 15/- 
and over, 2/6 please. Cash with Order. 


CHAMBERS OF MERTON 


COMFITEX 
PLASTIC MATTRESS 
SHEETS 
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